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plunder was the reason why the British and Dutch ships were
apt to keep the number of their officers and sailors just about as
low as was compatible with at least a certain degree of safety.
This arrangement in turn forced the Dutch and English naval
architects of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to invent all
sorts of labour-saving devices, so that ten men might henceforth
do what it had taken fifty to accomplish in the bad old days when
every one of those fifty would have claimed his share of the
Spanish ducats.

I wish we knew a little more about those old naval architects
than we do. But details about their lives arc almost as scarce as
those about the careers of their scientific and artistic contem-
poraries. Such a thing seems incredible to us who live in an age
when, come depression, come good times, the publicity mills
keep grinding twenty-four hours a day; when the private life of
the Singing Mouse is considered quite as important as that of
Kirsten Flagstad; and when the sayings of any half-literate
quack are as carefully preserved as those of Albert Einstein. But
when it comes to the great men of the Middle Ages, and even
those of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, we rarely have
more than a bare outline of their existence, or perhaps a few dates
that were incorporated into the acts of the notaries public who
drew up their wills and witnessed their marriage ceremonies.

What the Americans term' glamour' also seems to have made
much less of an impression upon our ancestors than it does upon
tbc present generation. So that the facts about even as flam-
boyant a figure as Joan of Arc have to be dug out of the local
archives of a few obscure villages before we can reconstruct
them and re-create mem in terms that arc comprehensible to
tfee modern reader.

Bat this may to a certain extent explain the success they
achieved Tlicy were able to take themselves and their work for
granted They were content to be good craftsmen, and did not
perform tbeir tasks with one eye on the possible reaction from
edaers, who, lacking the skill to become first-rate artists under